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Chairperson

Ok. I now give the floor to Dr.Jesper, who’s here and on behalf of social affairs

ttee as well. So now you have the

IS commi

ttee we warmly welcome you to th

commi

floor.
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Dr. Jasper :
Thank you chair. I just like to thank you very much for allow me to speak. It’s a great

honor to be in the Marshals’ of Maldives. I am sorry; I am not as well tired as | have to
Anni given the warning that I would re-speaking today. So my apologies, | would
normally coming on time. We have been working the, my union the international union
of food workers. We have been working with team for number of years now. We are a
global trade union. In fact union pretty much covers all of the economic sector of
Maldives. Fisheries, Agriculture, tourism, hotels, restaurants. They are the sectors that
the I.LF.O presents. We have member trade unions in more than 120 countries
worldwide. Throughout Asia, throughout Europe, Africa, the Americas. So our
experience is from a global experience. And trade union our organization is more than
100 years old. We are not an organization which is brand new; we are not an
organization that is just European or Americans or Australians. We are global. In
working with team we have been trying to show them the kinds of things and conditions
which exist in other countries. The kind of standard that operate under the law. And
within the industry that they represent within tourism industry and under the laws,
countries around the world. Not just countries like America. But countries like India,
Pakistan countries in the region, countries from Asia. So | think it is important the
employment Act was a great step forward for Maldives. And it gave people some clear
rights. And these amendments that the team has submitted that has being discussed now
are not amendments that are drawn from the sky. They are amendments that are part,
and parcel of laws in other countries. And they are reflection of basic rights. | think one
of the conditions that very important is a principal of 8 hours work, 8 hours rest, 8 hours
sleep. This idea that a day. And if we have to work more than that, they should be
compensation. And if people have to work on holidays. They should be proper
compensation. Of course work must continue. But there should be a proper reflection
on their compensation. And | think from what I understood in translation the discussion
at the beginning of this meeting is really about that right. That right that if workers if
people have to work beyond 8 hours in a day. There should be compensation. That they
have to be allowed to actually live their life. You know we don’t only live to work. We
have to have our lives. And that is something | think that exists everywhere. It is not
something unique. So this is an important issue. | think for the employment act to be
very clear that the standard is 8 hours in a day. That is something important. When that
standard is lost there should be proper compensation. The resort industry it seems to me
is little bit like the industry for workers who work in the oil industry. In the off show
rigs, you know. Because you are asking workers to leave their home. You are asking
workers to leave their environment and they have to performed duties that they would
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not normally perform and during the normal community. They remove from their
community. So they need extra protection. We give workers in oil rigs and things like
that off show workers. They are given extra protections. Things like extra time of. One
of the things that we have seen consistently across working industries when people
work. If they have to work more than 8 hours a day workers who doing 10, 11, 12 hours
a day. And they are doing this for years on end. There health and safety is very bad. It
has very negative effects on people’s health. And that is a social impact on a society.
People have stress things like heart disease from over work. And this contributes very
negative legatine to the society. So it is not just that you want to say protect the
workers’ rights. Or workers give proper compensations to workers. And that is also
when workers work all the time, when they don’t have proper leaving proper holidays
there’s a negative impact on society. They loose time with their families. They loose
time developing their own community. And there is a negative health effect from over
work and stress. And that has clear health implications. There are many studies that
look at the impact of over work. And we can provide them to TEAM. And they can
share them with you. But | think that the concern here is not just a concern about the
actual individual worker having extra wage or extra holiday. But this is also a social
concern. What happens when you take people away from their family and their
communities and they are separated? | think that it is important to think about. Because
a lot of other countries trade unions, governments, employers are concern about what
we called a work life balance. Does life come for work or its work allow us to live our
lives? What is the balance? And what kind of balance. And I think that’s what these
amendments are about. It’s about securing a proper work life balance. So shukriyya,
thank you very much for your time.

Chairperson:
Thank you doctor Jasper.

Ahmed Nihan Hussain Manik, MP of Vilimaafannu constitutional area:

Start with the answering what Jasper had said. And bit of what | understood from yours.
And as well to start up with, I think the social service government here at this moment
currently going through with those amendments which is submitted buy honorable
member Ahmed as well as the existing at here of by which is of course 2/2008. Which
means a relative reason developing for the Maldivian? The whole communities itself. |

mean the tourism has been here since 1973. And of course we are here with a very
much free constitution on 2008. We are by given a lot of lot of lot of rights, rather than
any other concision never exists in Maldives. So hereby at this time, we do have to
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consider really about I mean thinking about the whole implication as far as you have
mention. Not only health of course socially a lot. Because I was one’s a resort worker.
And | know the implication very well. And most of these members have good greater
understanding in this. But our point of meeting with honorable member and as well as
TEAM for today, particularly about finding why these amendments are. Because there
are very close terminologies on both. As well as in the act and as well as from the
amendments. The terminology the translation on which we get contemporary words for
this, like for an example when we say quarter of 100 is 24 and 24% 100 is 24. Vise or
versa. | mean there are quite contemporary votes which do come exist in these
amendments what we find today, we ask directly from TEAM asking about specific one
article no 32 section (noon) the differentiation. That is what we want and finally at the
end of the time line we found out from all of you that the translation in the end of this
phrase like there are no obstacle, the both translation in the similar manner but
somehow referring to the chair as well and our concern in that we have to find a way to
implement these things. | think most important fact is to find the implementation order
in this. As per honorable members explanation while ago. Even though there are still
cases spending in the, ya, civil court and as well as higher courts. None even the
government or the political arena doesn’t allow the general employees to participate
and contribute their ideas into these things. Will have to now find these things. I know
the 2/2008 hasn’t been really coordinate with the general public of Maldives, workers
itself. Since we do not have a trade union, since we do not have such an affiliation at
the time. Now it is there. And let’s finds and I hope this committee of this committee
social service committee will do consider the points what you have highlighted here and
obviously all these amendments. We are not simply eradicating these things. And
simply that there is amendment on that and we are crossing it now. In fact we are
counting navigating between both the original act and the amendment we are trying to
find the best solution for these things. For the time being and of course it is in the
infancy. | would like to highlight these notes, repeatedly that we are in the infancy in
the field of our employment act and as well as the political freedom and the right of
freedom in Maldives. And will try our level. | am sure that we can get a good result out
of these things. | give you assurance that | will do my level best to bring the
comprehensive and the freezable amendments on both sides. And here by we got the
clarification today. | get that our chair have understood even we spoke in the same
manner yesterday. Trying to find why these amendments are there, which is quite
similar at this moment, And let us find a good solution for these. Thank you very much.
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